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Address of Welcome and Introduction: Klaus-Heinrich Standke: 
 
“…The main topic of this Round Table in Berlin, ‘reducing unemployment through 

innovation’, is the key issue for all industrialized countries, both East and West. You 

will have seen the White Paper published  by the EC President Jacques Delors last 

December entitled “Growth, Competitiveness, Employment: The Challenges and 

Ways into the 21st Century”. Unemployment and innovation are also the focuses of 

the debate underlying the efforts to sustain the re-unification of Germany and of the 

re-unification of Europe…. 

We have the phantastic opportunity of having now, once again, one continent 

comprised of Eastern and Western Europe... 

All over Eastern Europe there is a gigantic need to modernize the entire industrial 

infrastructure as well as the public sector. This offers great opportunities for a new 

quality of East-West cooperation. Surely, Eastern Europe has tremendous financial 

difficulties, but it is high time to develop new, imaginative financing instruments. As 

one of those recently established institutions we can quote the European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) founded in 1991 in London. Its mission is 

to support the formerly communist countries in the process of establishing their 

private sector. 

We should recall, after all,   that during the decades of trading with the former 

communist countries, basically little cash was involved but goods were paid for by 

goods, i.e. so called ‘barter arrangements’… 

There is much goodwill on a bilateral level. The Caux Round Table (CRT) could start 

a dialogue to open the doors for top Eastern Europeans to become part of this 

unusual Western mechanism. It calls for goodwill and this is what I understand the 

CRT is all about…”. 



 
 

 
 


