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1 Klaus-Heinrich Standke PHF, RC Berlin-Kurfürstendamm,  
  Honorary Member RC Cabourg & RC Berlin-Mickiewicz, former member RC New York 
 
(*  EEMA (Europe, Eastern Mediterranean and Africa)  Conference provides  each year since 1952 in a different country  a 
forum  of Rotary’s Youth Exchange Officers to share experiences  and to  explore new opportunities  for the worldwide 
Rotary Youth Exchange Program.  
The EEMA Deauville Conference 2018 was attended by 347  participants from 37 countries : 
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Columbia,Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Israel, Italy,  Lithuana, Mexico, Netherlands ; Nigeria , Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States. 
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President Serdar Kelahmet, 
Chairman Jean-Ronny Huart,  
Chers amis rotariens du Comité préparotoire du District 1640,  
Dear Fellow-Rotarians from 37 countries : 
 
When preparing myself for this 66th Rotary Youth Exchange conference I came 
to the sobering conclusion, coined once by Albert Einstein : "The most 
aggravating thing about the younger generation is that I no longer belong to 
it." 

 66 years ago, in 1952, EEMA  came into existence as one of the first 
initiatives of Rotary after WWII to foster international Youth Exchange.  

 And perhaps not by coincidence, also in 1952, RI’s first bilateral  
Committee, i.e. the Inter-Country Committee France-Germany, to which  
since a few years I  belong , was launched. Since then, at the bilateral 
level, hundreds of Inter-Country Committees have been created. They 
constitute a network of Rotarians from several districts of the two 
countries concerned. Surely, the IPC network could be used more 
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extensively to assist EEMA in identifying partners for the implementation 
of their youth exchange programs.  

 Also in the  same year, 1952, I was fortunate to become one of the first 
exchange  international students. At that time, my family hosted a young 
French student named André Grémont.  In turn,  his family welcomed  
me to Paris  for an unforgettable  stay in France.  In hindsight I can say – 
as all EEMA exchange students continue to confess - that no other period 
of my life has had a deeper impact on me.  

 In 66 years, EEMA has held  four of its Annual Meetings in France : in 
Lyon, in Angers, Lille and now  2018 in Deauville. From all French regions, 
Normandy is without  any doubt  the province which has  the closest ties 
to our conference theme, “Sharing cultures to build Peace“.  

It was here, beginning on 6th June 1944 (“D Day“)  that the decisive 
“Battle of Normandy“ was fought. It was on this historic ground of 
Normandy where young men from many countries came to fight and to 
defend the universal values of peace and freedom.  

 

1. What is the meaning of ‘Peace‘ today?  

The world is commemorating in a few weeks from now, on 11 november 
2018, the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I. „La Grande 
Guerre“ as our French friends call it. 
Among the numerous commerating events for example in France 
President Emmanuel Macron has invited on this historic occasion on 11-
13 november 2018  84 heads of state and of government to attend the 
First Paris Forum on Peace. 
The Paris Peace Forum will be a forum for discussion and debate with 
special emphasis on civil society peace initiatives and for sharing 
experiences and innovative solutions involving all the stakeholders in 
governance. 

The invitation to this event stipulates  the wider connotation of the 
meaning of « Peace » : 

 „Peace is not just the suspension of war.  
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It is made up of all the solutions that help minimize international 
tensions ; cooperation to fight climate change and resource scarcity ; 
institutions to channel power rivalries and administer global public 
goods ; justice to minimize grievances and frustration ; regulation to 
address inequalities and abuses of power. » 

It is this wider meaning of Peace – as compared to classical armed wars – 
which gives,  henceforth, a new significance to the notion of peace.   

An effective response to conflict requires agreement on and 
understanding of its causes. The root causes for conflict can be identified 
as social, political and economic inequality; state collapse; economic 
decline; an historical pattern of conflict and battles over border conflicts, 
for control of natural resources and – most recently – Cyber war and 
Disinformation in social media. 
Secondary causes enable and sustain conflicts. These include 
unemployment ; lack of education ; population pressure ; ethnic hatred 
and availability of arms. 

At a time when we are heading towards a global culture, the EEMA 
Conference in Deauville – as its title says – is dwelling on   the interaction 
between  ‘Culture and Peace’. We are in danger of having to relinquish 
the world’s cultural diversity. The Internet is, to a very great extent, 
dominated by a single great cultural system which sets itself up as a 
model for the rest of the world in which  the English language  serves as 
‘lingua franca’. 

How can cultural and linguistic diversity be maintained without at the 
same time opposing the  inevitable emergence of a global culture?  It is 
not surprising therefore, that Cultural Policy has become a vital part of a 
new concept of Foreign Policy. 

2. The privileged partnership between Rotary, the United Nations  
and UNESCO within a Peace-driven  international system 
launched after WWII 

Even centuries before the establishment of the United Nations after 
the Second World War, attempts were made by philosophers and 
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statesmen to develop lasting peace concepts aiming to elaborate 
permanent instruments for settling crises peacefully, preventing wars 
and codifying rules of warfare. 

 The concept of a peaceful community of nations had been 
proposed as far back as 1795, when the German Philosopher 
Immanuel Kant outlined in his  essay « Perpetual Peace : A 
Philosophical Sketch »,  the idea of a League of Nations to control 
Conflict and promote Peace between States. The United Nations 
Charter of 1945 was strongly influenced by this text written 150 
years earlier. 

 In  1891 the International Peace Bureau (IPB),  was founded in The 
Hague. The IPB is the oldest global peace network with more than 
300 affiliates in over 70 countries. Already in 1910 it received the 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

 In 1899, also  in The Hague, at the initiative of  Czar Nicholas II of 
 Russia, an International Peace Conference was convened 
 "with the object of seeking the most objective means of 
 ensuring to all peoples the benefits of a real and lasting 
 peace, and above all, of limiting the progressive  development of 
existing armaments." 

   Since  1901 The Norwegian Nobel Committee  rewards annually 
   “The Nobel Peace Prize "  

 In 1905, i.e. in the same period of time and in the same spirit, 
Rotary was founded by Paul Harris. It is not by accident that, among 
Rotary’s six areas of focus to build international relationships, 
‘Promoting  Peace‘  is occupying   the first place. 

 At the  1919 Versailles Peace Conference, that ended  World War I   
(1914-1918) - in which  over nine million combatants and  over 
seven million civilians died - US President Woodrow Wilson 
championed a new ‘League of Nations’.  The League of Nations  was 
the first international organisation whose principal mission was "to 
promote international cooperation and to achieve peace and 
security." The League of Nations ceased its activities after failing to 
prevent the Second World War. 
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 In 1945, World War II (1939-1945), came to an end.  It was  the 
deadliest conflict in human history, marked by  estimated 50 to 85 
million fatalities, it included massacres, the genocide of the 
Holocaust, strategic bombing, premeditated death from starvation 
and disease and the only use of nuclear weapons in war. 
At the invitation of US President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
representatives of 50 countries met from 25 April 1945 to 26 June 
1945  in San Francisco for the ‘United Nations Conference on 
International Organization’ to draw up the United Nations Charter. 
Paragraph One of the Charter defines the Purposes of the United 
Nations : 
« To maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to take 
effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the 
peace, and for the suppression of acts of aggression or other breaches of the 
peace, and to bring about by peaceful means, and in conformity with the 
principles of justice and international law, adjustment or settlement of 
international disputes or situations which might lead to a breach of the peace; 

 

In one single sentence of it’s first chapter the word ‘Peace‘ was 
 highlighted  not less than five times!   
 Rotary International has worked with the United Nations since its        
early beginnings.  Both therefore have a long history of working 
together and sharing similar ideals around promoting peace.  

 It is little known that President Roosevelt as Conference Chairman 
sought Counsel from Rotary International, because of its unique 
worldwide experience, to assist the Drafting Committee.  It is 
reported that some 49 Rotarians acted as delegates, advisors and 
consultants at the United Nations Charter Conference in San 
Francisco. 

 It is also little known that because of a special initiative of my own 
former Club in New York, i.e. Rotary Club # 6, New York City 
was selected  for the Permanent Headquarters of the United 
Nations. Rot.Robert Moses (RC New York), at that time 
Commissioner of the  New York City Planning Commission 
Commissioner has approached John D. Rockefeller 3rd with the 
suggestion  to make a  $8,500,000 gift to Trygve Lie, the first UN 
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Secretary-General, enabling him to purchase the land at the Turtle 
Bay Section of New York City where the UN headquarters is now 
located. 

The invitation by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to Rotary International 
to participate in the UN Conference as consultant to the United States 
delegation was indeed a gesture of good will and respect towards our 
great organization. By the late 1940s Rotary was already one of the 
largest "international" organizations in the world. There were more that 
6,800 clubs in more than 81 countries.  

In fact, many of the delegates at the San Fransisco Conference that were 
representing their respective governments, were also members of their 
own Rotary clubs and utilized their clubs to develop support for the soon 
to be established United Nations Organization. 

Over time, the influence of non-governmental organizations at the UN 
has increased, as issues concerning the environment, health, education, 
and human rights have taken over a larger portion of the agenda. As a 
result, Rotary’s influence has grown. Rotary’s efforts in child and 
maternal health, water and sanitation, and education, have benefitted 
from these ties, and they dovetail with many of the UN’s Millennium 
Development Goals. 

          UNESCO  
As with the United Nations, Rotary enjoys privileged  interactions in 
particular with the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). 
In fact, Rotary’s relationship with UNESCO dates back to 1942 when  on 
the initiative of Rotary a conference in London was convened, attended 
by  21  governments in exile, to develop a vision for advancing education 

and culture after World War II. As result of this meeting, the first outline 
for the development of a worldwide organization for education, 
science and culture was elaborated.   
UNESCO was formally  established in 1946.   Rotarians helped write  its 
constitution whos first words became fame  „Since wars begin in the 
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minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must 
be constructed“. 
The purpose of the Organization was defined as: “to contribute to peace 
and security by promoting collaboration among nations through 
education, science and culture… ».   
When the war ended in 1945, this early  collaboration continued with 
scholarships awarded by Rotary and managed by UNESCO. 
Rotary International, the United Nations, UNESCO and other UN 
specialised agencies such as WHO,  have built a strong and productive 
partnership in achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals of 2000, 
including the global eradication of Polio, cultural exchanges, literacy, 
education, water/sanitation projects, and promotion of peace 
conferences around the world. 

Since then, UNESCO -  in the presence of Rotary’s World presidents  - has 
organized, almost annually,  a series of international conferences on 
topics of highest importance,  most recently, in March 2018, at UNESCO 
house  in Paris, on “Sustainable Development – Getting Involved in the 
World We Want”. More than 850 Rotarians – among them myself -  
attended this joint UNESCO/Rotary meeting.  

3. The world 66 years ago when EEMA was launched as 

compared to the world today. 

In 1952, when Rotary’s initiative for an International Youth Exchange 
scheme had started, the world was engaged in what is known as ‘the 
Cold War’. The Peace making efforts leading to the creation of the United 
Nations, based on democratic principles,  did not last long. They were 
replaced by a state of geopolitical tension between powers in the Eastern 
Bloc (the Soviet Union and its satellite states) on one side and the 
Western Bloc (the United States and their allies) on the other. The term 
‘cold’ is used because there was no large-scale fighting between the two 
sides, but they each supported major regional  conflicts known as ‘proxi 
wars’. All countries not belonging to one or the other influence zones 
were automatically  confined to the so-called “Third World”.  
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Rotary, as a movement that originated in the United States, had 
therefore no chance to operate outside the Western group of  
democratic countries. Only after the collapse of the ‘Iron Curtain’ and the 
Berlin Wall in 1989 did the situation change - virtually overnight.  
EEMA’s creation and its laudable   initiatives must be seen in this 
perspective. 

 
 Another important aspect of the changing role of the EEMA concept in 

the world is conditioned by the demographic development of the world. 
In  EEMA’s birth year, 1952, the world population was 2.6 billion. Since 
then the population has tripled: In May 2018  the world had 7.6 billion 
inhabitants. 
If we attempt to look one generation ahead, i.e. the composition of the 
world population in 2050, we see a completely different picture: The 
population in Europe and in North America will shrink from 28.5% in 
1950 to 12.0% in 2050. 
Whereas the proportion of the population in Asia and in Latin America 
will remain almost stable, the proportion of the  African population will 
climb from 8.8% in 1950 to 25.5% in 2050. This development is all the 
more alarming because, according to a recent World Bank report, 50% of 
the extremely poor people of the world live today in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Of the world's 27 countries with the highest poverty rates, 26 are in 
Africa.  
Humanity has  indeed reached a crisis point with respect to the 
interlocking issues of overpopulation, unsustainable development and 
human suffering. To face this vital issue, in 1996, the 20,000+ members  
‘Rotarian Action Group for Population and Development’ (RFPD) was 
founded  which is dedicated to educating and motivating the 1.2 million 
Rotarians around the world about developing and implementing projects 
that directly address the population issue.  

Since 1999 Rotary International – in partnership with the United Nations  
Population Fund  (UNPF)-  has included Population & Development as a 
high priority  area for Rotary humanitarian service : "Rotary International 
encourages Rotary clubs and districts, working as appropriate with 
government agencies, non governmental organizations and local 
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leadership to increase awareness and undertake even more projects that 
directly impact population growth and sustainable development."   

 

Since this EEMA Conference in Deauville is highlighting the vital 
interaction between the cultures of the world and peace in the world, an 
additional consideration has to be taken into account: 
 Culture encompasses values, life styles, the system of governance, i.e. 
democray, ethics.  It means also tolerance towards other religions and 
beliefs. There is the permanent threat of  socalled Religiocentrism, that is 
to say, when someone believes that their religion is the one true religion, 
making it the superior religion. This idea has found its followers  
throughout history  and still is  the motivation behind many religious 
motivated wars.  
In the 66 years of EEMA’s existence the religious profile of the world  is 
rapidly changing, driven primarily by differences in fertility rates and the 
size of youth population among the world’s major religions.  If we 
compare the trends in annual growth rates of adherence of the major 
religious groups in the world in the period 1970-2010, we see although 
Christianity with estimated  2,5 Bill. Followers will remain  the largest 
religigious group, followed by Islam (2,0 Bill. Believers), Hinduism 1,2 Bill 
Believers and Buddhism (0,7  Bill. Believers), Christianity has the lowest 
growth rate of adherents  from all (2,1%) and Islam will gor faster than 
any other major religion with  a growth rate of 4,23%. Buddhism and 
Hinduism are more or less equal with growth rates of  2,76% respectively 
2,62%. 
For many centuries the expansian of Christianity in most parts of the 
world went hand in hand with European colonialism. The gradual 
decolonisation of the world  is symbolized by the fact that in 1945 only 
50 states were signatories of the United Nations Charter as compared to 
today’s UN membership of 193 sovereign states which  have equal 
representation in the UN General Assembly.  
As UNESCO keeps on  proclaiming, only through  respect and 
appreciation of the rich variety of our world's cultures and religions the 
survival of  more than 7,7 humans being on planet earth will be possible. 
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Thus only tolerance to the diversity of religions can ensure the survival of 
mixed communities in every region of the globe.  
 

4. Worldwide Peacebuilding initiatives, including the role of Rotary 

At both intergovernmental and national levels a multitude of initiatives 
have been launched, mobilizing public opinion on the permanent need to 
sustain Peacebuilding efforts.  
In parallel to these efforts Rotary International is using its worldwide 
network to launch a wide variety of conscience-raising initiatives aiming 
to sustain Peacebuilding efforts with particular emphasis on Youth. 
For illustrative purpose only a few examples are listed here:  
 

 The United Nations University for Peace (UPEACE) is an 
intergovernmental organization with university status, established by 
treaty in 1980 and having its main campus in Costa Rica.  

 There are also numerous  privately sponsored initiatives around the 
world  such as the United Nations University For Global Peace 
headquartered in New Jersey. It is a global ‘Think Tank’ with a  primary 
focus of helping scholars carry out doctoral research into Peace and 
Conflict studies and build competencies of peace activists worldwide. It 
has one residential campus and research Centres in over 15 countries. 

 Resolution of the UN Security Council (9 December 2015)  on Peace 
Education and Communication urges  Member States to increase 
Representation of Youth in Decision-Making at All Levels; to consider 
ways to give youth a greater voice in decision-making at the local, 
national, regional and international levels. 
 

 United Nations Peace Bell 

Less than 9 years after the nuclear bombing  of Hiroshima, the Peace Bell 
was an official gift of the Japanese people to the United Nations . 
Traditionally, the Peace Bell  is  tolled on every opening day of the UN 
General Assembly's yearly session in September. This occasion is 
observed by the Secretary-General.  
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More than twenty Peace Bell copies were donated by the Japanese 
World Peace Bells Association around the world. 
On the occasion of the opening of the 50th General Assembly of the 
United Nations in New York I have had the honour on September 19, 
1995, of sounding on the Peace Bell donated to Berlin on United Nations 
Square.  

 UN International Day of  Peace  
Since 1982 the United Nations have observed each year, on 21 
September, the International Day of Peace with changing themes, 
devoted to commemorating and strengthening the ideals of peace.  
 
 

 Rotary vision  

One of Rotary's primary goals is promoting peace around the world, and 
through the Rotary Youth Exchange, it aims to make the world a more 
peaceful place. This rationale follows the logic that if students experience 
different cultures and meet people from all around the world, they will 
develop more understanding of foreign people and countries in the 
future.  EEMA’slong experience shows that this can combat 
ethnocentrism by helping to get rid of any predetermined ideas they had 
about a culture and help build a lasting bond.  Rotary expects that this 
understanding will lead to a more interconnected and peaceful world.  

Other outstanding Rotarian activities are 

 Rotary Peace  Fellowships  
Up to 100 Rotary Peace Fellows are selected annually to earn 
either a professional development certificate in peace and conflict 
studies or a master's degree in a range of disciplines related to 
peace and security.  

 Rotary Peace Centres 
Starting in 2002, The Rotary Foundation partnered with eight 
universities around the world to create the Rotary Centres for 
International Studies in peace and conflict resolution. 
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5.   The need to develop  a Culture of Peace 

In the same spirit‚ as  reflected in the Charter of the United Nations and 
of UNESCO, the UN Secretary General has called  for  a Culture of Peace 
initiative,  to unite the strengths of organizations such as Rotary projects 
and peoples, in order to make Peace a practical reality for the children of 
this and future generations. 

1. The objective of a culture of peace is to ensure that the conflicts 
inherent in human relationships be resolved non-violently.  

2. Peace and human rights are indivisible and concern everyone.  
3. The construction of a culture of peace is a multidimensional task 

requiring the participation of people at all levels.  
4. A culture of peace should contribute to the strengthening of 

democratic processes.  
5. The implementation of a culture of peace project requires a 

thorough mobilization of all means of youth education, both 
formal and non-formal, and of communication.  

6. A culture of peace should be elaborated within the process of 
sustainable, endogenous, equitable human development. It cannot 
be imposed from the outside. 

To conclude :  

What does all this mean to us and perhaps  to the future orientation 
of EEMA’s activities? 

We live in a time of maximum uncertainty - the old West which has 
shaped for many years the destiny of the world is gone, a new world 
order is beginning to appear. The multilateral intergovernmental 
system founded in 1945 through the United Nations is eroding.  
Fundamental democratic values are being called into question. And 
yet, whatever development will be ahead of future generations, one 
thing is for certain: This one world needs an ethos; this one world 
society does not need a unified religion and unified ideology, but it 
does need some binding norms, values, ideals and goals.  
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Klaus-Heinrich & Christina Standke 

The challenge presented to EEMA - 66 years ago as well as today here 
in Deauville - is, despite everything, how to motivate the next 
generation with the vision that their future in stability and peace can 
become a lasting reality! 
 
 
 
 

°°°°°°°°°° 
 

Biographical note 
 

 
Klaus-Heinrich Standke PHF, Berlin/Cabourg 

Rotarian since 1983: RC New York,  
presently RC Berlin-Kurfürstendamm, 

Honorary Member RC Cabourg & RC Berlin-Mickiewicz, 
Member of the IntraCountry Committees  of RI 

Germany/France and Germany/Poland . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Klaus-Heinrich Standke began his professional career at age 16 as an apprentice in a Steel Mill. After 
positions in Steel Merchant Houses in London and in Paris he studied Business Administration and 
International Relations at the Technical University in Berlin and French Literature at the Sorbonne in 
Paris. 
 
K-H Standke is an Honorary Professor and  holds  a PhD degree of the Technical University in Berlin.  
The Universities of Poznan and Moscow have awarded him with degrees of Doctor honoris causa.  He 
has served as member of the Faculties  of HEC Paris, Free University Berlin and University of Potsdam. 
He is Member of the European Academy of Sciences and Arts, Salzburg and Member of the Presidents 
Council of the New York Academy of Sciences.  He  has published 12 books and monographs as well 
as more than 200 papers in journals, newspapers and in the electronic media covering  issues of 
Science and Technology Policy and of International Cooperation. 
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In 1966 Klaus-Heinrich Standke  joined the International Diplomatic Service  in intergovernmental 
organisations and served there all-in-all for more than a quarter of a century.  His roles included 

o Staff member of  the Directorate of Scientific Affairs of the OECD in Paris inter alia in charge of 
analyses on the causes  of the assumed technological gap between Western Europe and the 
United States,.  

o  Seconded for this task from the OECD  three years later,  he  became, at the age of 33 the 
first Secretary-General of the European-Industrial Research Management Association (EIRMA) 
to which more than 150 of the largest research-intensive European Industrial Companies 
belonged. 

o At age 38 he was appointed Director for Science and Technology, United Nations New York 
o Principal Director and subsequently Assistant Director-General and Special Advisor to the 

Director-General, UNESCO, Paris. 
 
After the collapse of the Berlin Wall and of the Iron Curtain in 1989, which  had divided  Western and 
Eastern Europe for more than 40 years, Klaus-H. Standke  wanted to make a personal contribution to 
this historic process. He left  in 1990 the International Diplomatic Service  and took up the position as 
Founding President of the Academy of East-West Economic Co-operation (OWWA) in Berlin.  During 
his time of office the Academy trained nearly 5,000 Chief Executives of Industry, Banks and Public 
Administration, from the former Iron Curtain countries (including Russia) to be acquainted with the 
Western system of Free Market Economy. The faculty consisted almost exclusively of managers from 
West European – mostly  German – Industrial Corporations, Banks and Public Administrations. 
 
Since his retirement Klaus-Heinrich Standke has devoted his time, in an honorary capacity, to numerous 
non-governmental initiatives.  He is the founding President of the Committee for French-German-Polish 
Co-operation (Weimar Triangle);  he served as Special Advisor for Eastern Europe to the Prince of 
Wales Business Leaders Forum, London;  Chairman of the Technology Partners Foundation, Warsaw; 
Honorary President of the European Mouvement France, Cabourg; Member of the Board of the German 
Association for the United Nations, Berlin-Brandenburg; Chairman, Committee for UNESCO Work, 
Berlin; Member of the Board of the Swiss Foundation for Youth Vocational Training, Bern; Founder of 
the French-German Stéphane Hessel Society, Paris/Berlin ; Founding member of the 1918-2018 
Memorial Committee et al. 
 
In appreciation of outstanding accomplishments,  Klaus-Heinrich Standke has been awarded the 
Officers Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany,  he is a Knight of the Order of 
the  French Legion of Honor and Commander of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland et al. 
 
Klaus-Heinrich Standke is married to Christina Baroness von Welck since 1989.  Christina was a school 
teacher for mentally retarded children. At present she serves as President oft he Inner Wheel Club 
Berlin-Spree. Both have four children from  earlier marriages,  two granddaughters and one grandson.. 
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